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de Jean-Philippe Gervais, 
Redacteur-en-chef 

Mais qui a dEcidE d’adjoindre un bloc de 
beton de six Etages, mal climatisE de 
surcroit, k une demeure de style 
victorien? La question vous frappe pour 
la premiere fois alors que vous etes 
confortablement assis sur une chaise 
droite dans une salle sombre et 
surchauffEe. Autour de vous, des gens 
fixent attentivement le plafond, leurs 
visages figEs dans un sourire bEat, 
comme plongEs dans une profonde 
stupeur. Au loin, quelqu’un parle et la 
craie grince sadiquement contre 
l’ardoise. Les vacances sont finies, les 
amis retrouvEs. Bienvenue k la Faculty 
de Droit de l’Universite McGill. 

L’EtE qui s’achEve a comblE, je 1’espEre, 
les amateurs de sensations fortes. D’un 
golf(e) k l’autre, on se serait cru dans une 
mauvaise sErie B. Vivement les 
acrobaties d’un «Die Hard 2» pour nous 
faire oublier celles du TElEjoumal! 

II faut dire qu’au pays, la saison avait fort 
mal commencEe, les cameras de 
tElEvision nous livrant en direct le 
spectacle pitoyable d’un parti use 
prisonnier de son passE et les magouilles 
de demiEre minute de politiciens sans 
envergure, dEpassEs par la portae des 
evenements. On aurait pu croire que la 
fEErie d’une soirEe & 1’Ile-Ste-HElEne 
aurait calmE les esprits, mais au 



contraire, cet heureux moment ne se 
rEvEla qu’un prelude k la folie. A croire 
que parce que Sylvester Stallone nous 
avait cette annEe EpargnE un nouveau 
«Rambo», certains se sont crus obliges de 
nous en prEsenter une version animEe. 

Toujours est-il qu’encore une fois, il fut 
fascinant de constater a quel point 
1’ identity du tireur affecte le jugement 
que Ton porte sur l’utilisation d’armes k 
feux. Qui, en effet, aurait cru que 
quelques mois a peine apres les tragiques 
Evenements survenus a 1’UniversitE de 
Montreal, il se trouverait tant de gens 
pour justifier le recours k la force et la 
mort d’un homme. 

Il me semble pourtant que sauf 
exceptions, la violence sous toutes ses 
formes devrait etre condamnEe, et le 
terrorisme encore plus. Il est done 
dommage que le sentiment de culpabilitE 
EprouvE par plusieurs ait occultE dans 
leurs esprits cette constatation qui me 
semble pourtant ElEmentaire. 

Il demeure que malgrE cette facheuse 
situation, MontrEal a su prEserver son 
titre de capitale culturelle du Canada. 
D’un festival a 1’autre, les rues de la 
mEtropole se sont emplies de rires et de 
notes enjouEes, faisant oublier pour un 
moment les tribulations surrEalistes de 
notre monde politique. 

Au cinEma, quelques films laissErent 



derriere eux des images inoubliables. Le 
passage fulgurant d’un jeune rEalisateur 
fran^ais du nom de Luc Besson donna 
lieu k de beaux moments, qu’il s’agisse 
d’envoutantes plongEes sous-marines 
(«Le grand bleu») ou de violence urbaine 
empreinte d’une forte saveur poEtique 
(«Nikita»). On retient aussi de cet EtE au 
cinEma un nez, mais quel nez! La 
fantaisie de Cyrano semble avoir aussi 
inspirE les rEalisateurs amEricains, qui 
nous livrErent pour une fois de trEs 
intEressants films de fantastique, a la 
photographic particuliErement soignEe et 
au scEnario plutot bien construit 
(«Ghost», «Flatliners»). A 1’heure ou 
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Bienvenue... 

Suite de la p.l 

jtecris ces lignes, le Festival des Films du 
Monde ddbute, et j’esp^re que certains 
d’entre vous en ressortiront 
suffisamment inspires pour nous ferine k 
ce sujeL 

En definitive, on retient done de cet ete 
des moments forts, tels le discours de 
Lucien Bouchard devant une Chambre 
des communes attetee, l’euphorie d’une 
St-Jean-Baptiste ensoleillee et d’un 13 
aout triomphal, et les visages masques 
d’individus armes, debout derriere des 
barricades. II est a esperer que la le^on de 
cet 6te se tevelera sans suite, et qu’une 
fois de plus, le rassemblement pacifique 
de 200 000 personnes marquera une 
etape plus marquante dans 1’affirmation 
nationale d’un peuple que le recours aux 
armes et & la violence. 

Pendant l’ann6e qui s’amorce, le «Quid 
Novi» essaiera de vous informer le plus 
fidklement possible des 6v6nements 
spdeiaux se deroulant a la Faculty, mais 
aussi de la vie culturelle et politique du 
Quebec en general. Informatif par 
nature, amusant lorsque possible, et 
engage lorsqu’il le faut, voila nos 
objectifs pour le «Quid Novi» de cette 
ann6e. Pour atteindre ces objectifs, il 
nous faudra toutefois votre 
collaboration, puisqu’en d6finitive, la 
quality du «Quid» ddpend 
essentiellement de la qualite de vos 
ecrits. En esperant done vous voir 
inspires dans les mois a venir, nous 
esperons vous lire sous peu. Bon retour 
en classes, et a bientot! 

SEM1NAIRES EN DROIT CONSTITUTIONNEL 
(03)- Prof. deMestral cherche six (6) Etudiants pour 
diriger des s4minaires au premier trimestre en droit 
constitutionnel. II faut rencontrer les etudiants 
pendant une (1) heure chaque semalne; preparer la 
rencontre (au moins deux heures) et me rencontrer 
pendant 30 minutes chaque genuine. Le r&glement dt 
la faculty pr6voit deux (2) credits. Un s6minalre sera 
en anglais et les autres seront en fran^ais et les autre* 
seront en fran^ais. Prlfcre de me faire parvenir vos 
CV le plus tot possible. Bon dossier unlversitaire et 
Intlret pour le droit constitutionnel nlcessaires. Les 
seminaires commenceront la semaine du 10 
septembre. (3674 Peel, 398-6643). 



Finally, a place to 
relax! 

by Bram Freedman 
LSA President 



Students have long complained that 
they had no place to relax and hang 
out. The Common Room was too 
stuffy and formal, the T. V. room was 
too smoky and noisy and the Pit was 
too inhospitable. As a result, the 
L.S.A., with the help of a generous 
grant from the Dean’s Office, has 
completely remodelled and 
renovated several rooms for student 
use. 

La salle de television est maintenant 
devenue un lieu de detente pour les 
non-fumeurs avec de nouveaux 
meubles et tapis. La salle d’ etude 
pour les fumeurs est maintenant la 
seule piece ou l’on pourra fumer, et 
portera dorenavant le nom de 
«Fumoir». De m6me, une piece a 
egalement ete reservee pour les 
reunions des clubs de la Faculte. 

Please remember that this is your 
room and will only remain in its 
present condition if you take care of 
it. As such, there is no smoking, 
whatsoever, in this room. As well, 
pinball players are asked to refrain 
from taking out their frustration over 
their inadequacy on the walls of the 
game room. 

The walls are still available for 
artwork, posters and the like and all 
suggestions are welcome. See Greg 
David or Bram Freedman for 
comments, questions or suggestions. 
Enjoy the facilities and lounge 
safely. 
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Jim's Corner: First Year Students 

and the Power of Potential 
v / 



By James D. Hughes 

Why are you here? Seriously. Have you 
given any thought to the factors that 
caused your acceptance of McGill Law 
School’s offer to you? Have you 
reflected in more or less of a profound 
way upon why you agreed to subject 
yourself, at a cost of au moins $1400 big 
ones per annum, to three years of 
struggle, three years of stress? 

It seems to me that discovery of these 
vague, undefined reasons occurs long 
after you’ve committed yourself to the 
silver-lined cloud that is the practice of 
law. Let me suggest that what provoked 
you to enter this juridical jungle is what 
might equally provoke you to buy a 
Porsche, to go fishing, or to chase 
gorgeous babes or hunky men, 
depending on your preference. It’s all 
about the power of potential. 

It’s been argued that you buy a Porsche 
for how fast it will take you to Quebec, 
Toronto or my favourite holiday spot, 
Niagara Falls. Wrong. Even if one has 
critical deadlines to meet, only the 
extremely foolish Porsche owner will 
scream down 1’autoroute vingt at 180 
clicks risking life, car and reputation. 
Owners will never experience the car in 
its maximum, accelerated glory. A 
Porsche is bought not for how fast it goes, 
but how fast it might go. 

The same is true for fishing. There would 
be a million or so less fisherpeople if the 
reason people fished was to catch fish. 
We fish because of the lotterial 
excitement it ignites. And let’s face it, 
even when we catch one, odds are that 
we’ll “throw it back”. 



many babies bom out of wedlock? Easy. 
Guys and girls love the thrill of pursuit, 
the potential of the catch. Once caught, 
though, the stats show that that we tend to 
“throw it back” and go off merrily 
pursuing elsewhere. 

I submit that you are not here necessarily 
because you’ve got some inherent love of 
the law. More likely, you are here 
because of what law school might 
provide to you. Whether it be an income 
and an office or a way to see and 
understand the passage of time, a legal 
education gives you the chance to open a 
variety of doors that you might not have 
otherwise known existed, let alone 
opened. 

Law school and the law will soon become 
part of you, a means of defining yourself. 
Ultimately, law school may give you the 
opportunity to save the world in your own 
personal way. And that’s the greatest 
potential of all. Seriously. 
Congratulations and Bonne Chance! 



on the 



Brian Gelfand, Chairperson Computer 
Committee 

Faculty, friends, boys and girls: 

Hi! The LSA Computer Committee is 
responsible for the administration and 
maintenance of the computer network 
which is now located on the 2d floor in 
what was the Law Journal office. Both 
Apple Macintosh and IBM compatible 
computers are available for the use of all 
law students. 



Jcomputers 



Movej 



The analogy extends most colourfully to 
the interface between the sexes. Why is 
the divorce rate so high? Why are so 



L’utilisation et l’entretien des 
ordinateurs sont finances par un montant 

Cont'd on p.4 



LSA/AED Proposed 
Submission to the 
Parliamentary 
Commission on 
Quebec’s 

Constitutional Future 

by Robert M. Fabes, LL.B. Ill 
Vice-President, External Affairs 

In the aftermath of the failure of Meech 
Lake, the Quebec government was quick 
to announce that a parliamentary 
commission would be established to 
study Quebec’s constitutional future. 
After much debate and discussion. 
Premier Bourassa and Mr. Parizeau have 
agreed to have Mr. Jean Campeau and 
Mr. Michel Belanger act as co- 
presidents. The commission is to start 
public hearings at the beginning of 
October and plans to present a report to 
the Quebec National Assembly 
sometime in January 1991, 

This commission has generated much 
debate. Over the summer, the LSA/AED 
executive discussed whether we should 
participate and, if so, what the extent of 
that participation should be. It* was 
decided that the importance of the 
commission necessitated our 
participation especially in light of the 
bilingual, bijuridical nature of our 
Faculty. Taking into consideration the 
wide variety of opinions that would be 
expressed by our students, the executive 
decided that a brief outlining a majority 
view or even a summary of prevalent 
views would be impossible and even 
undesirable. In addition, the executive 
felt that it would be beneficial to the 
commission if it was presented with the 
actual views of our students in order that 
the commission would have a sampling 
of the opinions of future jurists, 
politicians and business persons. 

As a result, the executive is planning to 
create a committee comprised of the 
Vice-Presidents Civil and Common, two 

Cont'd on p.4 
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Constitutional Future... 

Cont'd from p. 3 

LSA council members with the Vice- 
President External Affairs as 
chairperson. This committee will serve 
as a facilitating and organizing body. 
The committee will solicit individual 
written submissions from the student 
body and is also planning on holding a 
general forum, the transcript of which 
will also be included as part of the brief to 
the commission. In no way will the 
committee favour their own opinions or 
edit the material submitted. 
Consequently, the brief itself will be 
more of a survey of opinions than a 
position paper. 

The LS A/AED committee plans to carry 
out its activities throughout the month of 
September. Further information will be 
published in the Quid and will be made 

Computers... 

Cont'd from p.3 

obligatoire versd par les dtudiants dans le 
cadre de leur cotisation h 1’ Association 
etudiante. A cause descoutsd ’operation 
tres 61ev6s, le Comit6 sera ndanmoins 
oblig6 de charger aux 6tudiants graduSs 
un montant suppldmentaire de $20 par 
session. Ce montant peut etre paye a la 
Biblioth£que, le nom de lapersonne dtant 
par la suite introduit dans le systfcme afin 
de lui permettre d’y acceder. 

The Computer Committee is currently 
working very hard to remedy the serious 
problems that have plagued the system 
recently. We realize how frustrating this 
has been for students and we appreciate 
your patience. 

Happy motoring and please stow all hand 
luggage securely! 

r -> 

J Welcome Back! J 
■ Bon Retour! J 

V / 



McGill Law Journal/La Revue de 
Droit de McGill 

Les demandes d’adhdsion k la Revue de 
droit de McGill sont disponibles d6s le 
mardi 4 septembre 1990. Veuillez noter 
que la date limite pour le ddpot des 
candidatures (y compris revaluation 
d’un article qui fait partie integrate de la 
candidature) est le vendredi 12 octobre 
1990. Interviews will take place on 
October 15-16. For more information 
come visit us in our new offices in the 
basement at 3661 Peel or call us at 398- 
7397. 

FEEQ Strengthens its Position During 
Hot Summer Months 

Final decisions on a post-university tax 
and on legal action will be made on 
Saturday, September 8, 1990 here at 
McGill. Observers are more than 
welcome and if you want more 
information on the activities of FEEQ 
you can contact myself or H6tene 
Gagnon. 

Notices, Signs, Posters 
Please note that the bulletin boards in the 
basement have been relabelled. Every 
recognized group has its own board on 
which they can post information. Please 
confine yourselves to your assigned 
boards. The boards on the stairwells are 
still up for grabs on a first come, first 
served basis. Thanks for your 
cooperation. -LSA and SAO. 

Attention all groups, clubs: Keep your 
eyes and ears open for the time of a 
meeting where the Clubs Room and 
budgets will be discussed. A note will be 
posted outside the LSA with details. - 
Bram Freedman. 

Thanks- On behalf of the student body, 
the LSA would like to express its sincere 
gratitude to the following people who 
helped make the summer renovations 
possible: Mrs. Goldin; Ross Fraser of 
Fraser Contract Inc.; Robert Julien of 



Chateau Paints; Eric Patella of Patella 
Inc.; Mrs. Lederer of SAO; and Marie- 
H6tene DiLauro from the Dean’s Office. 
As well, we would like to thank 
Stephanie Gilcher, Scott Henderson and 
Katherine Petcher for giving up a 
Saturday in the middle of the summer to 
help paint the new Smokers’ Lounge and 
the Clubs Room. We couldn’t have done 
it without you! -Bram Freedman. 

No Smoking! There is no smoking in the 
TV Room anymore. Smokers are asked 
to confine themselves to the remodelled 
Smokers Study Lounge which is now the 
Smokers Lounge period. -LSA. 

Res Ipsa Loquitur- The yearbooks have 
arrived and they’re pretty damn good if I 
do say so myself. They will be distributed 
at the porters desk on Wednesday from 
1 2-2. Those who have not ordered a copy 
will have to wait until all those that were 
ordered are distributed. -Bram 
Freedman. 

Orientation Week Activities 
Wednesday 5 September at Noon: Clubs 
Day on the lawn; in the event of rain, 
festivities will be held in the Pit. Also at 
noon, the Mature Students Association 
will host a reception in the Coomon 
Room. AT 8:00 P.M., the Law Partners’ 
Party will be held in Thomson House. 
Thursday 6 September at 7:00 P.M.: 
Everyone is welcome at the Dean’s 
Reception, to be held in our beloved 
Chancellor Day Hall. 

Saturday 8 September from 10 AM to 4 
PM: Charity Day; Upper year students 
interested in getting involved should 
inquire with the members of the 
Orientation Committee. 

Monday 1 0 September at 7 PM: T utorial 
dinner. 

Wednesday 12 September: Pub Crawl; 
Tickets at Clubs Day table or see the 
Orientation Committee for more info. 
Deadline for tickets is Tuesday 11 
September. 



